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Renort on International Soil I)ay Celebration at GDC Handwara

Date: 5th December 2424
organized by: Department of Geograph-v, Geology'. Botanv, and EVS of GDC Handwara, in
collaboration with District Agriculture Officer Kupwara.

The Intemational Soil Day 2A24 tras celebrated q,ith great enthusiasm and awareness at
Goverrrment Degree College (GDCI Handwara on 5th December 2A24. The event aimed to
raise awareness about the importance of soil conservation and sustainable fanning practices.
The celebration was organized by the Departments of Geography, Geology, Botany, and
Environmental Science (EVS) of GDC Handrvara in collaboration with the District
Agriculture Offi cer Kupu,ara.

The event corrmenced r.vith a warm welcome address by the Principal of the College, Prof.
G.R. Ganai" rnho delivered the keynote speech. In his address, Prof. Ganai highiighted the
significance of soil health and its direct impact on agricultural productivity and
environmental sustainability. He stressed that soil is a finite resource and that its degradation
can lead to severe consequences for food security and ecological balance. Prof. Ganai also
emphasized the need for collective elTorts to conserve soil and promote sustainable
agricultural practices.
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Following the keynote address, Dr. Mudasir. the Agriculture Extension Otficer (AEO) of
Handw-ara, delivered an informative presentation on.the topic of soil hpalth and organic
farming. Dr. Mudasir discussed the beneflrts of organi/t'arming over conventional agrigul-tural
practices, such 

1q, 
reducing.-the dependency on chemical fertilizers and pesticides, improving



soil fer-tiiit,'-. and contributing to the overall health of the ecosystem. He also shared practical
tips on hor.v local farmers can adopt organic farming methods and improve soil health for
bener agricultural yield.

Amreen Akhtar. a student of the Deparlment of Botany took the stage next and presented an
insightful talk on soii conservation rneasures. She explained various methods of soil
conservation, such as ter"racing, contour ploughing, and afforestation that can help in
preventing soil erosion and maintaining soil fertility. Her presentation *,as well-received by
the audience, as r1 emphasrzed the need to fntegrate conservation technlques mto darly
agricultural practices to sustain soil quality for future generations.
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The penultimate session featured a live demonstration on soil testing, which was
demonstrated by Mr.Altaf Hussain from the agriculture department. The demonstration aimed
to educate the attendees on the importance of testing soil to understand its nutrient content,
pH levels, and other factors that influence crop growth. The experts showed how soil testing
can help farmers make informed decisions regarding the use of fertilizers and improve the
overall health of their soil. The demonstration was highiy interactive, with many students and
attendees.engaging in the process.

The event concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks by Prof. Nissar Ahmad, Head of the
Department of Botany. Prof. Nissar thanked all the speakers, participants, and organizers for
their contributions to the success of the event. He also extended special thanks to the District
Agriculture Officer Kupwara for their collabofatiod'trn making. the evdnt possible. Prof.
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The event served as a reminder of the crltical role that soil plays

and the urgent need for responsible soil management-

" t..

Nissar reiterated the importancs'dsoil health and encouraged everyone to continue spreading

awareness and adopting practices ihat promote soil conservation.

Conclusion

The Intemational Soil Day celebration at GDC Handwara was a resounding success. It
provided a platform for students, fagulty, and the local communiiy to come together and learn

about the crucial issue of soil conservation and sustaiiiable farming practices. The event not

only raised awareness but alqo provided practical knowledge that eould bg applied in day-to-

day agricultural practices. The collaboration between the college_ *q try District Agriculture

Officer Kupwara was instrumental in making this event impactful and educational.

in sustaining life on Earth ',
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